
 
HOME INFORMATION 

SHEET 
November’s Musician of the Month 

About: Dame Ethel Mary Smyth DBE was an English 

composer and a member of the women's suffrage 

movement. Her compositions include songs, works for 

piano, chamber music, orchestral works, choral works 

and operas. Smyth tended to be marginalised as a 

‘woman composer’, as though her work could not be 

accepted as mainstream. Yet when she produced more 

delicate compositions, they were criticised for not 

measuring up to the standard of her male competitors. 

Nevertheless, she was the first female composer to be 

honoured with a damehood. 

Genres: Classical and Opera 

Active from: c.1877 - c.1927 

Origin: Sidcup, United Kingdom 

Watch and 

discuss the ‘March 

of the Women’ 

music video. 

Books to read… If you like Ethel Smyth, try… 

• Johannes Brahms 

• Augusta Holmès 

• Louise Farrenc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCtGkCg7trY
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rise-Up-Song-Suffragette-Composer/dp/163819131X
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Unstoppable-Letty-Pegg-Iszi-Lawrence/dp/1472962478/ref=asc_df_1472962478/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=414462526001&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15770634187411154752&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9046402&hvtargid=pla-871031698020&psc=1&th=1&psc=1&tag=&ref=&adgrpid=92367104135&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=414462526001&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15770634187411154752&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9046402&hvtargid=pla-871031698020
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Secret-Suffragette-Barbara-Mitchelhill/dp/1783448334
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2W0FmK63PrjRgTDLHNTe8n?si=b112d117d15e42dc

